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The Yamaha Corporation of America 

Mr. Jonathon Breen & Mr. John Wittman 

 

Mr. Jeff Shrieve & Mr. David Helms  

at the Muncie Music Center in Muncie, Indiana 

  

Dr. J. Steven Moore. Michael Gerace, Harry 

Clarke, Dr. David Sogin, Candace and Rob James,  

Mike Daulton, Doris Butler, Jay Benzing,  

Dennis and Dixie Akers, Vince DiMartino. 

 

 Sunman-Dearborn Community Schools  

Dr. Jeffrey Hendrix and Mrs. Lisa Baudendistel 

 

Lawrenceburg Community Schools 

Mr. Karl Galey, Mr. Bill Snyder and Mr. Kevin Self 

 

Beverly, Lea, Ian, Matthew and  

Andrew Ralenkotter 

Paul Landrum 

Trina, Jaqueline &Tyler Webb, Abbie, and Ellie 

Neiheisel 

 

Learn more at: 
http://www.eastcentralband.org/MSWebsite_files/MSWebsite.htm 
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Back From the Brink 
 

“How an instrumental music program on the verge 

of elimination bounced back to not only survive but 

to thrive in the NCLB and Budget Cut landscape.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perry A. Ralenkotter & Darren Webb 
 

The Midwest International Band  

& Orchestra Clinic 

 

Friday December 16, 2011 4 p.m. 

Room W184  

McCormick Place 

Chicago, Illinois 

http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image=4085&picture=rock-climbing&large=1
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On Curriculum 
 

1. Review national and state standards. 

2. Copy and layout standards in an easy to view format. Excel? 

3. Insert specifics for your area for each component. Get together with your 

peers to line up what should happen when you receive students as well 

as when you pass them on to the next level. (What should they be able 

to do when I receive them and what should they be able to do when I 

get ready to send them to the next level.) 

4. For every concert program list the standards that you are addressing. 

(Lesson plans). 

5. Post this outside your room, on your band website. 

Americans for the Arts.  

http://www.artsusa.org/get_involved/advocacy/advocacy_004.asp 

 

U.S. Department of Education 

http://www2.ed.gov/nclb/accountability/ayp/testingforresults.html 

 

National Association for Music Education 

http://www.menc.org/resources/ 

 

VH1 Save the Music 

http://vh1savethemusic.com/ 

Website Resources 



 

Darren Webb 

Darren Webb is band director for the Law-

renceburg Community School Corporation in 

Lawrenceburg, Indiana. His duties include 

directing all bands grades 6-12. Mr. Webb 

has successfully taught in every demographic 

(rural, urban, suburban) in 4 different states 

(Texas, Kentucky, Michigan and Indiana). 

His bands are frequent gold medal award 

winning bands, however Mr. Webb is known 

for his keen ability to rebuild struggling pro-

grams.  

A native of Erlanger, Kentucky, Mr. Webb graduated with a Bachelor of Music 

Education from Morehead State University studying tuba and euphonium with Dr. 

Earle Louder and conducting with Dr. Richard Miles. He received his Master of 

Education from Indiana Wesleyan University in 2001. Mr. Webb is well respected 

in music education circles having articles published in The Instrumentalist maga-

zine, conducting honor bands and adjudicating throughout Kentucky and Indiana.  

Mr. Webb was a Midwest clinician in 2005 and has been a professional develop-

ment clinician in Letcher County, Kentucky; Hamilton County, Tennessee; and 

Tennessee Music Educator's Association. In his spare time, Mr. Webb enjoys 

playing trumpet in a variety of ensembles including the Fillmore Wind Ensemble 

and marathon running. He resides in Hebron, Kentucky with his wife Trina and 

step children Abbie and Ellie.  

Clinicians 

mailto:pralenkotter@sunmandearborn.k12.in.us


Perry A. Ralenkotter 

 
Mr. Ralenkotter began his teaching career in 

1988 Cobb County, Georgia. In 1991 he 

moved to his current position at Sunman-

Dearborn Middle School in St. Leon, Indi-

ana. He began his first year at S-DMS with 

140 band students. Within five years the pro-

gram had grown to 445 students in grades 

six through eight. The Advanced, Concert, 

Discovery, Jazz  Bands and Percussion En-

semble at S-DMS consistently received su-

perior ratings at the Indiana State School 

Music Association festival and at other local 

festivals. The Advanced Band has also been 

awarded a Superior With Distinction at the 

ISSMA Concert Festivals in 2009 and 2003. In 

2003 only 39 of 749 performing ensembles in 

the state received this distinction. Mr. Ralenkotter is active as a clinician and 

adjudicator in the region and is a founder of the St. Leon All - Star Band.  In 

December of 2005 Mr. Ralenkotter was invited to present at the Midwest Band 

and Orchestra Clinic to discuss recruiting beginning band students. He will pre-

sent again in 2011 to discuss the challenges facing band programs due to the 

economy and NCLB.  

 

In January of  2006 the S-DMS Advanced Band performed at the Indiana Music 

Educators Conference in Indianapolis. Mr. Ralenkotter is one of the middle 

school directors for the Stephen Collins Foster Music Camp. It is one of the 

longest running summer music camps in the nation. He has been featured twice 

as School Band and Orchestra’s 50 directors who make a difference. 

Mr. Ralenkotter is a native of Florence, Kentucky. He attended the University 

of Kentucky where he studied trumpet under the direction of Vincent DiMar-

tino. He completed his student teaching with Dr. J. Steven Moore the then di-

rector of bands at Lafayette High School in Lexington, Kentucky. In 2003 he 

completed a Master of Music in Music Education at the University of Kentucky 

and pursued a D.M.A. at Boston University. Mr. Ralenkotter enjoys distance 

running and triathlon. He is a member of IMEA, NEA, Phi Mu Alpha, and 

USAT. Mr. Ralenkotter is a Yamaha clinician who works with school systems 

and music programs on recruiting, retention and support for the arts.  Mr. 

Ralenkotter has two adult sons Matthew and Andrew and is married to his beau-

tiful wife Beverly. They reside in Union, Kentucky with their children Lea and 

Ian. 

mailto:pralenkotter@sunmandearborn.k12.in.us
http://www.imeamusic.org/index.php
http://www.imeamusic.org/index.php
http://www.fostercamp.org/default.html
http://www.music.colostate.edu/faculty/bios/moore.asp
http://www.yamaha.com/Artists/ArtistDetail.html?CNTID=5040400&CTID=551003&CNTYP=ARTIST
http://www.eastcentralband.org/MSWebsite_files/Beso.jpg
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